
Keeping an Eye on Things: 
How to Get the Most out of Your Home 
Security Cameras
Home security technology has come 
a long way, especially now that 
video cameras are easily integrated 
into home security systems. If you’re 
adding cameras to your home 
security, below are ten tips to help 
you make the most of them.

Think through where you need 
the cameras
Rather than putting up cameras 
helter skelter, be careful in your 
placement. Better placement 
improves your coverage but also 
reduces the number of cameras 
you’ll need. This applies to inside 
and outside your home. Do you 
need a camera inside to keep an 
eye on pets, kids who get home 
before you do or an elderly parent 
prone to falling? Outside, do you 
have an attractive nuisance like 
a pool to monitor? Also think 
about people approaching your 
home. You don’t want a view of 
someone only once they are at 
the front door, but while they are 
approaching it too.

Use the right cameras for 
different locations
Interior cameras differ from those 
meant for exterior use. For one 
thing, exterior home security 
cameras are built to be weather-
resistant. Put the right camera in 
the right place.

Install home security cameras 
for maximum visibility
To maximize the area your cameras 
can see, install them approximately 
seven feet high and pointed at 
a slight downward angle. This 
also helps with motion detection 
because the camera has the wider 
view and will be triggered sooner. 

Install in high-traffic areas
Put cameras where people are 
most likely to go, but also think 
about where burglars are most 
likely to enter and install cameras to 
monitor those locations.  Research 
shows burglars are a lot less subtle 
than you might expect:

• 34% of the time they enter 
through the front door

• 23% of the time through a 
ground-floor window

• 22% of the time through the back 
door

Use a video doorbell
You’re probably planning to place 
a camera near the front door 
because it’s the most common 
place of entry—even for burglars, 
as we noted above. Consider 
making it a video doorbell. That 
way you can know if UPS delivered 
your package, or see who is at your 
front door when the doorbell rings 
and you’re at work.

Install cameras out of reach
You want your cameras to be 
located higher up so you get a 
better view, but the higher the 
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better so they are out of reach of 
burglars too. After all, your camera 
won’t do much good if a burglar can 
simply reach up and pull it down or 
cover it up!

Keep cameras out of the 
elements
Your exterior video camera will be 
built to resist the weather, but that 
doesn’t mean you should install it 
where all the weather will hit. You 
could very well be obstructing 
your own view if pouring down rain 
obscures the camera lens.

Be mindful of the light
Don’t install any cameras to point 
at light like toward a bright porch 
light or a window because you’ll 
get a poor quality image if you do. 
Keep shadows and shade in mind 
too when deciding where to install 
your home security cameras.

Choose wireless
WiFi and wireless video cameras 

are easy to install and to move 
around if you realize you need a 
better location.

Connect to your smartphone
Connectivity is one of the biggest 
benefits of today’s wireless home 
security cameras because you 
can see what’s happening from 
your smartphone. A security 
camera can send you alerts on 
your smartphone when motion is 

detected or a door is opened. This 
makes it easy to know when the 
kids get home from school too.

Also consider installing cameras at 
your garage or any outbuildings if 
they are outside the range of the 
cameras you’ve installed for your 
home security. The cameras are 
there to help you keep an eye on 
things, and the more you can see, 
the better! 
Source: ADT Safe Streets

Home values are up. In keeping with the rise in the median cost of a 
home, the average purchase loan amount recently hit $375,000, the 
highest-ever since the inception of the Mortgage Bankers Association’s 
survey in 1990. If you are looking at accessing cash in your home, con-
sider these unique facets of a home equity loan or a home equity line of 
credit (HELOC) before applying:

• Determine if you have sufficient equity - at least 15% to 20%. Lenders 
will use equity to define how much you can borrow.

• Consider taking action to improve a credit score below the mid-600s. A 
higher score is more favorable when the lender sets your rate(s). Having 
a reliable payment history will improve your approval odds as well.

• Look at your debt-to-income ratio. Often lenders look at borrowers 
as lower risk when their debt relative to their income is 43% or lower. 
Lenders will scrutinize your income as well to make sure you’ll be able 
to repay the loan.

Home equity loans and HELOCs usually have lower interest rates than 
credit cards or personal loans. They can help when you need a large 
amount of money to pay for home improvements, debt consolidation or 
any other large expenses.  
Source: bankrate.com

Receive a $750 credit 
toward closing costs when you 

apply and close on a 
home loan or refinance with 
Prosperity Home Mortgage.
Visit Home Sweet Rewards
to learn more and apply

Considering Borrowing against Home Equity?

Help protect what matters most today with 
a FREE* complete home security system 
from the #1 ADT Authorized Dealer in the 
nation!  ($850 Value) 
With $99 installation fee and new monitoring agreement.

Visit homesweetrewards-mn for this exclusive offer

https://www.homesweetreward.com/home-resources
https://www.homesweetreward.com/home-resources


Buying a home is an important decision. It represents 
the boundaries of our most personal aspirations and 
for many, represents the largest transaction in their 
lives. But the experience of buying and selling a home 
can be difficult, confusing and laden with complexity. 

Using ala cart services from a multitude of providers 
only adds to the complexity and presents potential 
issues for “lost in translation” communication.

Home ConnectionsSM, brought to you by HomeServices 
of America and it’s affiliate companies, offers a 
complete suite of home service capabilites.  That 
adds up to a team of experienced agents, trusted and 
knowledgeable loan officers and settlement service 
professionals focused on meeting your homeownership 
needs and delivering world-class service.  This complete 
offering of homeownership services, makes home 
ownership not just a dream, but a reality.
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Founded in 1998, HomeServices of America, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, 
is the nation’s largest residential real estate brokerage firm. Our family of 
companies is comprised of some of the most revered names in real estate, 
each of which offer the convenience of an all-inclusive real estate transac-
tion experience including brokerage services, mortgage financing, title and 
escrow services, property and casualty insurance, relocation, new homes 
and commercial and property management. 

Buying or selling a 
home just got easier. . .
and less expensive!
Home Sweet Rewards is a no-cost, web-based resource 
for home-related services that delivers value with a cash 
rebate on most real estate transactions, discounts and 
service guarantees on many real estate-related services.

If you are thinking about buying or selling a home you must register with 
Home Sweet Rewards before contacting a real estate agent.

Don’t miss an opportunity for 
big savings on the purchase or 

sale of a home with a 
CASH REBATE* offer 

through a referral by 
Home Sweet Rewards

Register at homesweetrewards-mn.com

https://www.homesweetreward.com/cash-rebates


The Importance of a Home Inventory List
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As we continue to spend more 
time at home, now is a great time 
to put together a home inventory 
list.  A home inventory list will help 
in determining the value of your 
personal property to ensure you 
are properly covered.

Items to include:
• Appliances
• Furniture
• Valuables
• Collectibles
• Electronics

What should the list contain?
The list should contain details such 
as description, appraisals or cost 
at the time of purchase, receipts 
or photos, date and location of 
purchase, make, model and serial 
number (if available).

coverage to your scheduled items 
in the event of theft, 
damage or loss to your valuables.  

Items that may be considered 
valuables include:
• Jewelry
• Watches
• Cameras
• Fine Arts
• Musical Instruments
• Golf Equipment
• Electronic Equipment
• Firearms

Source: HomeServices Insurance

How to create an inventory list:
• Take a video – go room by room

and open drawers and closets
• Use mobile apps for home 

inventory
• Create a spreadsheet and take 

photos

A word about personal article 
insurance floaters
If you lose your ring in the lake, is 
it covered on your homeowner’s 
insurance policy?

Your home policy may protect 
your valuables up to a certain 
amount, but if you have expensive 
jewelry, fine arts, collectibles, etc., 
a Personal Articles Floater (PAF) 
may be a good idea.  A PAF is an 
endorsement on your homeown-
er’s policy that will provide extra 
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